




“I could, as a free man, look 
across the bay toward the Eastern 
Shore where I was born a slave.”



“I was born in Tuckahoe, near 
Hillsborough, and about twelve 

miles from Easton, in Talbot 
County, Maryland.”
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“From that moment, 
I understood the pathway from 

slavery to freedom.”

“Once you learn to read, 
you will forever be free.”



“You are freedom’s swift-winged 
angels, that fly round the world; 
I am confined in bands of iron! 

O that I were free!”





“It was life and death with me. But I 
remained firm to my resolution, on the 
third day of September, 1838, I left my 

chains, and succeeded in reaching New 
York without the slightest interruption of 

any kind.”



“I would unite with anybody
to do right 

and with nobody to do wrong.”



“In a composite nation like ours, as before 
the law, there should be no rich, no poor, 
no high, no low, no white, no black, but 
common country, common citizenship, 
equal rights and a common destiny.”
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